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LIFE  SKETCH  OF  BENJAMIN  COALE,  1821-1892 

By  Willis  B.  Coale,  1961 

Note:  This  sketch  is  intended  to  be  supplementary  to  the  account, 
fuller  at  many  points,  found  in  the  pages  of  the  auto¬ 
biography  of  Elizabeth  H.  Coale. 


A.  Boyhood 

Benjamin,  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Mason)  Coale,  was,  born 
August  17,  1821  in  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania.  The  place  was  in 
a  community  of  the  Society  of  Friends  or  Quakers,  located  probably 
In  Newlin  Township,  near  Marlborough.  The  boy  was  named  for  hi 3 
mother's  father,  Benjamim  Mason.  The  grandfather  died  about  five 
years  later.. 

When  young  Benjamin  was  a  year  and  a  half  old  his  parents  re¬ 
moved  to  Little  Britain  township  in  Lancaster  County..  Here  the 
father  set  up  his  tanning  business  in  the  Eastland  Community,  very 
near  to  a  Friends  Meetin  house.  In  the  course  of  time  there  were 
born  into  the  family  five  more  sons — Joshua,  George,  Samuel,  Lewis, 
and  Edward.  /, 

B.  Youth  in  Indiana 

In  the  fall  of  183^  the  parents  joined  in  the  migration 
of  many  other  people  to  the  west.  The  destination  was  Richmond, 
in  eastern  Indiana;  and  the  family  soon  settled  on  a  farm  within  a 
mile  and  a  he If  of  town. 

The  lad  Benjamin  w  as  now  12,  and  old  enough  to  take  some  part 
in  the'  regular  wrork.  One  of  his  first  assigned  tasks  was  to  help 
in  making  of  sugar  from  the  sap  of  the  maple  tree  on  the  farm.  As 
the  father  said  in  a  letter,  "Benjamin  can  haul  in  the  water  and 
it  is  not  half  work  for  one  man  to  attend  to  the  boilin'".  " 

Other  kinds  of  help,  given  as  the  boy  grew  older  were  con¬ 
nected  with  the  raining  of  corn,  wheat  and  hay,  and  with  the  cart 
of  horses,  cows  and  pigs.  The  daily  chores  included  a  part  in  the 
milking  of  the  dairy  herd.  The  cutting  of  wheat  with  a 
cradle  scythe;  and  corn  was  cut  with  a  knife  and  was  out  into  shocks 
before  being  husked. 

The.  family  regularly  attended  Friends  meetings  for  worship  in 
town,  both  on  First  Day  or  Sunday  and  Fourth  Day  or  Wednesday. 

Farm  work  was  arrneged,  if  possible,,  so  that  it  would  not  interfere 
w'ith  the  midweek  meeting.  Travel  to  the  meeting  house  was  often 
on  horseback,  and  this  part  w  as  enjoyed  by  those  of  the  boys  who 
w  ere  old  enough  to  ride  by  themselves. 

A  district  school  house  stood  near  the  farm,  and  terms  were 
held  during  the  three  winter  months.  The  course  covered  only  the 
rediments;  but  fuller  attainment  in  learning  was  doubtless  encour¬ 
aged  oy  the  Coale  home.  Tkey-ke-d  She  had  herself  once  been  a  teacher. 

Young  Benjamin  had  the  opportunity,  now  he  was  about  18,  to 
engage  in  advanced  study  in  a  private  school  under  an  inspiring 
teacher  Noah  Leeds.  At  this  time,  as  Benjamin  later  certified,  he 
first  learned  really  to  think  end  formed  a  teste  for  higher  mathe¬ 
matics,  which  brand  he  continued  to  pursue  himself.  (E.H. C.P.30) 
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C.  Preparation  for  a  New  Home: 

A  new  purpose  began  to  shape  Benjamin’s  life,  when  he  became 
betrothed,  at  about  the  age  of  22.  The  young  lady  was  Elizabeth  H. 

Edw  ards,  who  was  five  years  younger.  Her  Father,  Griffith  Edwards, 
had. died  when  she  was  about  two  years  old,  and  her  mother  (Rebecca 
Johnson)'  Edwards  was  now  remarried  to  Benjamin  Mason,  brother 
of  Benjamin  Coale’s  mother.  The  Mason  family  lived  in  a  new 
northern  settlement,  in  Huntington  County,  about  a  three-day 
Journey  by  w  agon  from  Richmond.  The  community  had  been  started  by 
Friends,  and  w  as  called  earlier  "the  Wabash"  (it  lay  near  the  Wabash 
River)  and  later  "Maple  Grove", 

With  marriage  in  prospect  Benjamin  Coale  was  ambitious  to 
prepare  for  a  good  start  in  life.  This  meant  the  accumulation  of 
some  financial  reward,  for  the  "hardtimes"  which 
then  prevailed,  made  it  necessary  for  patrons  to  pay  mostly  with 
farm  produce,  not  with  cash. 

Benjamin  received  practi&l  aid  from  his  f ether  through  being 
allowed  to  some  farminr  for  himself.  He  grew  corn  in  his 'fields, 
and  raised  his  hogs  for  sale,  the  doubtless  being  fattened  on  his 

owon  corn. 

His  main  source  of  income  was  found  in  threshing 
with  his  horse-pow  er  machine.  This  business  he  carried  on  for  two 
or  three  seasons,  starting  as  early  as  the  summer  of  1843  and 
continuing  as  late  ,  early  in  1846.  The  winter  threshing  was  of  wheat 
that  had  presumably  been  stacked  after  harvest. 

As  a  result  of  this  ambitious  preparation,  Benjamin  w  as  able 
to  purchase  a  piece  of  cheap  land  in  the  Wabash  country.  The  property 
containing  80  acres,  was  heavily  wooded  and  the  first  task  under¬ 
taken  was  to  clear  space  for  the  beginning  of  crops  and  for  a  house. 
Elizabeth,  the  wife-to-be,  lived  only  two  miles  aw  ay  and  could 
share  interest  in  the  planning. 

An  incident  that  occurred  in  February  before  Benjamin  went 
north  should  be  mentioned.  The  mother  went  into  Richmond  and  pur¬ 
chased  Bibles  for  the  sons,  Benjamin  and  Joshua,  paying  the  ~ood 
price  of  five  dollars  for  the  two  volumes.  And  she  remarked  that 
she  was  afraid  the  boys  would  be  "a  long  time  in  getting  through 
them".  Mary  Coale  was  firm  believer,  we  know,  in  the  truth  of  the 
Scriptures.  She  evidently  now  wished  to  provide  for  her  grown  sons 
permanent  trustworthy  guide  In  the  future  life. 

D.  Early  married  life 

On  July  19,  1846,  Benjamin  Coale  and  Elizabeth  Edwards  were 
united  in  marriage  at  Richmond,  whether  they  had  come  in  a  large 
covered  w  agon  from  Huntington  County.  The  ceremony  was  carried  out 
according  to  Friends  custom,  without  aid  of  an  attending  minister. 
After  a  weekor  two  of  visiting  in  Richmond,  the  young  couple  start¬ 
ed  north,  accompanied  by  Benjamin’s  brother  George  and- a  friend, 

The  "wagons  being  packed  to  Its  utmost  capacity  with  furniture, 
bedding  and  provisions  of  different  kinds,  leading  a  cow  and  an 
animal  for  beef."  (ELC,  pp.  21,22) 

The  continued  clearing  of  the  land  required  all  the  time 
and  effort  that  could  be  given  to  the  work.  After  the  smaller  and 
medium-size  trees  had  been  felled,  a  "log-rolling"  took  place,  the 
neighbors  coming  with  horses,  oxen  and  equipment  to  drag  the  cut  logs 
Into  heaps  for  burning. 
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During,  the  following  years  six  children  v/ere  born  in  the  home. 

Mary  in  1847,  Griffith  in  1848,  Vincent  in  1851,  J-  Warner  in  1854, 
Robert  in  I856  and  Rebecca  in  1862.  'Of  these,  Robert  died  when  less 
than  a  year  old. 

During,  the  winter  months,  when  little  could  be  done  on  the 
land,  Benjamin  again  turned  to  classroom  work.  He  taught,  first, 
in  a  school  some  distance  north  and  next  in  a  school  held  at  the 
meeting  house.  qj 

His  interest  in  -food  reading  was  maintained,  and  joined  with 
others  of  the  neighborhood  in  a  plan  to  start  a  subscription  library. 

The  books  w  ere  selected  in  such  fields  as  science  and  biography. 

This  collection  is  said  to  have  had  marked  influence  in  elevating  the 

cultural  level  of  the  community.  (EHC,  P30) 

On  the  social  side  much  pleasure  was  found  at  the  gatherings 
of  the  Friends  Meeting.  The  monthly  business  sessions  were  held 
alterntely  at  local  Maple  Grove  and  another  settlement  called  Rush  // 

-  Creed/^ten  miles  south*  across  the  W  abash  River  Ford.  (EHC,  p  34) 

Thus  a  wider  circle  of  friendsips  was  formed, 

\  k  sideline  business  of  Benjamin  consisted  in  the  operation, 
v;l th  a  partner,  of  a  steam  sawmill,  a  mile  to  the  east  of  the  farm. 

.  This  venture  came  to  an  end  when  the  mill  ourned  down  in  1854,  (Erie  p3'  ) 

\  4s 

E.s  Changes  in  situation 

After  ten  years  on  the  farm  a  new  opportunity  opened  that 
seemed  to  offer  a  better  future,  Benjamin  he  sold  his  land  and 
moved  with  the  family -to  Richmond,  where  he  became  a  partner  with 
his  brother  Joshua  in  a  hardw  are  firm. 

However,  a  business  panic  or  "hari  times"  soon  insued,  and 
many  merchants  failed,  specially  where  their  shelves  were  over¬ 
stocked.  The  business,  of" the  Coale  brothers  was  now  forced  to  close 

with  loss.  (j-iC.g-pp.  36,37,39) 

Bett-amin  and  family  returned  to  Huntington  County,  where 
he  operated  a  sawmill  for  a  short  time,  then  took  up  farming  on 
the  land  of  Elizabeth* s  mother.  The  property  had  become  hers  after 
the  death  of  her  Husband  Benjamin  Mason  three  years  eerlier.  (EHC  p39)- 

Soon  Benjamin  started  again  his  former  business  of  threshing 
/  as  an  adjunct  to  farming.  He  w  as  engaged  in  thes  work,  we  know, 
in  the  years  1861,  1862,  and  1863,  and  continued  also  very  likely  in 
each  summer  after  this  time.  The  machine  used  was  driven  by  steam, 
which  scource  of  energy  had  replaced  the  former  horsepov/er.  Better 
areas  for  the  business  w  ere  found  to  the  nor  tv;  e  s  t ,  some  distance 
from  home.  In  a  later  season  a  threshing  expedition  was  made  even 
into  southwestern  Illinois.  (EHC.  p  42,  43,  45)  <> 

During  this  period  a  new  form  of  cultural  stimulus  in-  intro¬ 
duced  in  the  community,  with  the  starting  of  a  Lyceum.  Among 
participants  in  the  programs  and  in  the  attendant  soci&l  life  were 
Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  Coale,  with  their  two  older  children  Mary  and 
Griffith.  This  new  Activity  of  the,  family  members  on  en  Intellectu¬ 
al  basis  served  to  strengthen  ygt  further  the  bonds  ithin  the. home. 

(EHC  pp  41,42) 

The  urge  to  be  become  independent  in  life  w  as  not  lost  in 
Benjamin's  mind.  He  was  not  getting  ahead,  he  evidently  felt,  in  his 
present  situation;  so  he  began  a  new  search  for  a  place  in  which 
to  start  again.  Decision  was  finally  made  to  settle  in  McLean  county, 
north  central  Illinois,  w  here  a  community  of  Friends  had  recently 
been  established.  The  pla.ee  was  called  "Benjaminville "  after  ofle 
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of  the  first  settlers,  although  the  nickname  of  "Bentown"  was  more 
commonly  used.  (EHC,p  45-48) 

This  community  had  received  favorable  earlier  report  from  persons 
who  saw  it.  Incidentally,  Benjamin's  mother  had  visited  the  meeting 
there  Just  before  her  death  in  1862. 

F.  New  life  In  Illinois  - 

The  home,  in  which  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  were  to  live  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  their  lives,  w  as  started  on  the  broad  prairie  in  1867. 

New  friends  were  soon  found  among  families  both  'within  and  without 
the  Friends  meeting. 

In  the  year  following  Benjamin's  arrival,  his  brother  Edward 
and  family  came  from  Huntington  bounty  and  settled  on  a  farm  ad¬ 
joining  that  of  Benjamin  to  the  south,  After  the  death  of  the  brother 
Joshua  in  Minneapolis,  in  the  year  1871,  his  widow  Sarah,  with  all 
the  children  except  one  who  was  married  in  the  north,  also  came  to 
the  neighborhood.  Thus  many  of  the  old  ties  in  the  larger  family 
circle  of  the  Coales  could  still  be  kept  strong  and  warm.  (EHC,p. 26,49,50) 
In  the  Benjaminville  Monthly  Meeting  the  worth  of  Benjamin  Coale 
w  as  recognized  and  he  w  as  soon  made  one  of  the  elders.  Persons 
In  this  porition  had  the  general  function  of  a 'ding  the  minister  in 
the  conduct  of  meeting  affairs.  Benjamin  was  wfell  qualified  for 
the  duties,  according  to  a  statement  made  after  his  death,  he  being 
gifted,  not  only  with  good  judgment,  but  with  tact,  which  enabled  him 
to  deal,  without  giving  offense,  even  in  unpleasant  cases.  (E'-'C,  p.91) 

An  event  of  special  interest  to  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  in  1871 
was  the  celebration  of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  their  marriage. 

How  many  changes  in  their  life  already  had  occurred^  And  now  the 
oldest  child  was  married,  and  the  first  grandchild  had  arrived. 

In  the  Benjaminville  rejign  the  need  was  felt  for  an  organization 
that  would  promote  general  community  welfare.  /ccordingly ,  a.  unit 
of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  or  Grange  w  as  set  up  in  1874.  Among 
the  initial  members  were  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth.  (EHD,  p.5C) 

In  the  same  year  a  physical  calamity  brought  misfortune,  when 
the  farm  house  was  burned  to  the  g  ound  while  the  parents  were  absent 
for  a  short  time.  Fortunutely  the  barn  was  saved.  A  new  home  was 
at  once  erected  in  place  of  the  old. 

Here  in  Illinois,  as  fomerly  in  Indiana,  Benjamin  aided  a  thresh¬ 
ing  business  to  his  regular  farming  activity.  He  was  engaged  in  this 
kind  of  ’work  in  the  neighborhood  as  early  as  1874,  perhaps  even  earlier, 
later  he  took  his  machine  to  Kansas.  The  business  was  continued, 
apparently,  throughout  later  years.  ( E "C, pp. 52 , 55 ) 

G. Later  activities  and  interests 

;fter  Illinois  yearly  Meeting  wss  organized  in  1875,  Benjamin 
seems  to  have  taken  an  active  part.  He  became  well  known,  in  time 
throughout  the  extent  of  the  Meeting  jurisdiction,  and  his  judge¬ 
ment  in  matters  under  discussion  was  much  respected.  (EHC,pp. 54, 90,91 ) 

In  the  year  177 0  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  went  on  a  larger  holiday, 
making  a  trip  together  to  the  e-st.  They  visited  the  centennial 
Expisition,  attended  Philadelphia  yearly  Meeting,  and  saw  many  rela¬ 
tives  and  oldtime  friends.  There  was  special  pleasure  in  the  visit 
at  Riverton,  New  Jersey,  Ith  the  family  of  S.  Robinson  Coale,  who  was 
a  cousin  of  enjamin.  (About  this  time  Robinson  was  making  an  ex¬ 
tensive  study  of  the  descendants  of  an  early  ancestor  Philip  Coele, 
who  was  grandfather  of  his  grandfather)  (EHC, pp. 54,55 ) 


In  the  following  year  serious  business  reverses  again  'beset  the 
family.  But  pood  friends  provided  the  necessary  aid,  and  disater  { 
was  aberted.  (  EHC,  pp5C ,  56  )  The  reverses  were  probably  connected  with 
the  major  national  financial  crash  o*  1873,  recovery  from  which  did 
not  begin  until  about  I87S. 

During  a  visit  in  the  neighborhood  by  Benjamin's  /.unt  Sarah 
Fishier,  his  mother's  sister  from  Richmond,  a  general  family  reunion 
was  held.  This  was  in  benjamin's  home  at  Christmas  time  18.79,  and 
v/  as  probably  the  first  of  such  gathering  that  were  hell  annually  in 
1' ter  years.  "  On  these  occasions  the  number  of  younger  folks  in  the 
several  homes  aided  zest  to  the  spirit.  Re-unions  took  place  hence¬ 
forth  during  the  Christmas  season  and  at  other  times  when  special 
Visitors  arrived.  Among  such  guests  at  different  times  were  Benjamin’s 
brother  George  from  Richmond,  his  brother  Samuel  from  La  Porte,  Ind. 
and  his  cousins  George  Mason  and  Sammuel  Mason  from  Huntington  County. 
(EHC, p.57) 

Benjamin  was  deeply  interested  in  the  temperance  movement,  as 
had  been  his  parents  in  earlier  years.  In  August  1882  a  gathering 
vas  held  in  the  nearby  city  of  Bloomington  for  the  purpose  of  plann¬ 
ing  a  state^ prohibition  convention.  The  brother  Edward  was  present, 
and  we  may  be  sure  that  Benjamin  gave  his  support,  although  thereis 
no  present  record  of  his  action.  when  the  prepossl  was  made  four 
years  later  to  start  at  Benjaminville  in  branch  of  the  Women's  Christian 
temperance  Union,  he  heartily  endorsed  the  movement,  and  urged  Elizebeth 
to  take  active  part.  He  was  a  proponent  of  the  larger  prohibition 
cause,  as  was  Edward  also.  (EIIC, p. 68) 

In  January  1$85  the  brother  George  visited  in  the  neighborhood, 
while  at  Edward's  house  he  was  stricken  with  apoplexy  and  died  there 
in  a  bitter  cold  night.  He  had  been  a  very  sociable  man,  and  the 
sullen  end  came  as  a  deep  shock.  The  two  living  brothers  accompanied 
the  remains  back  to  Richmond 'for  the  funeral  in  the  Friends  Meeting 
house  dhere.  (EHC,p.  65) 


A  year  later  Benjamin  and  Edward  made  a  trip,  east  that  doubt¬ 
less  brought  to  them  special  satisfactions.  They  attended  Baltimore 
Yearly  Meeting  and  the  General  First  Day  School  Conference  in  Phil¬ 
adelphia.  The  two  brothers  visited  the  neighborhoods  connected  with 
the  family  part  in  Lancaster  County,  Fennsyliania,  end  doubtless  also 
in  Harford  County,  Maryland.  (EHC,  p.  69) 

Benjamin  maintained  his  Interest  in  ee-  local  community  affairs, 
anl  he  felt  the  loss  that  had. occurred  when  the  farmer  Grange  was 
given  up  after  only  five  or  six  years  of  service.  In  December  1888 
the  unit  was  revived  through  the  efforts  of  Benjamin  and  his  son 
Griffith.  It  henceforth  continued  active,  with  broad  community  sup¬ 
port,  for  a  considerable  number  of  years. 


H. Closing  years 

The  health  of  Benjamin  was  beginning,  after  this  time,  to  break. 

He  visj. ted  the  Battle  Creed  Sanitarium  in  Michigan  or  0  branch  there¬ 
of,  and  obtained  relief  in  the  summer  of  189c  from  a  diabetic  con¬ 
dition.  (EHC, p. 72)  In  giving  up  more  active  daily  work,  he  turned 
over  his  threshing  business  to  his  son  'darner.  Living  with  the  parents 
now  in  the  same  home  were  Warner  and  his  wife  Jennie. 

In  September  1890  Benjamin  wras  able  to  make  a  journey,  with 
Elizabeth  anl  fdward,  to  Pendleton,  Indiana,  for  the  purpose  of  attend¬ 
ing  the  General  Conference  of  Friends  (Hielssite).  Here  he  could  meet 


persons  of  common  faith  and. with  siraialar  philanthropic  aims,  from 
all  seven  of  the  current  yearly  Meetings.  Afterwords  the  three  travelers 
went  to  the  Illinois  Yearly  Meeting  at  Clear  Creek,  some  distance 
north  of  McLean  County.  Benjamin  returned  home  much  fatl  ued,  (EHC,p.89) 
At  Christmas  time  in  the  following  year  the  annual  Coale  reunion 
was  held  in  the  borne  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth*  Edward  and  his  wife 
Sarah  Ann  were  then  absent,  being  with  brother  Samuel  and  his  wife  Mary 
at  La  forte.  One  of  the  persons  at  the  reunion  said  of  the  v*  occasion: 
"Though  we  w  ere  few  in  numbers  and  were  disappointed  in  procuring 
oysters,  candy,  nuts,  turkey,  etc.,  we  had  a  pleasant,  jolly  timeh  " 

In  February  1892  the  brother  Samuel  died  of  apoplexy.  His  body 
was  brought,  according  to  his  expressed-.? wish, to  be  interred'  in  the 
Friends  cemetery  at  Benjaminville.  -Many  more  buriels  irr  the  Coale 
rows  there  were  in  dire  course,  to  follow*  (E0.p.73) 

After  this  time  Benjamin’s  health  declined  rapidly  under  %he 
ravages  of  his  disease-tuberculosis.  He  returned  from  a  jkiSt  futile 
visit  to  Battle  Creek,  "a  sad  physical  wreck  of  a  strong  mernbei'",  as 
bdward , said.  The  end  of  his  life  came  May  11.  (EHC,p.73) 

The  passing  of  Benjamin  brought  natural  tributes  from  longtime 
friends.  he  who  had  known  him  as  schoolmaster  long  ago  wrote:  "He 
was  the  teacher  of  my  boyhood,  the  ideal  of  my  early  aspirations  in 
learning,  and  in  the  qualities  of  mind  and  heart,  which  I  then  admired 
and  still  do.  His  charity  in  the  broad  sense  of  the  brotherhood  of 
man,  was  boundless.  His  patience  with  the  mistakes  and  ingnorance 
of  others  was  a  matter  of  surprise  to  me,  not  only  in  the  schoolroom 
of  my  childhood,  but  elsewhere  in  later  years.  He  was  much  interest¬ 
ed  in  all:  the  moral  reforms  of  the  day,  and  always  rejoiced  to  see 
signs  of  advancement  in  his  leloved  society,  which  he  thought  should 
ever  ra.nk  among  the  foremost  In  fearless  advecary  of  the  right  and 
condemnation  of  the  'wrong  wherever  found.  "/ 

Another  friend  who  had  known  him  in  his  wider  religions  activities 
said:  "Of  a  quiet  and  unobtrusive  disposition,  he  made  many  and  lasting 
friends,  an!  being  well  known  throughout  Illinios  Yearly  Meeting, his 
loss  will  be  deeply  felt  therein".  ( EHC, pp. SC , 92 ) 

I.  Later  life  of  Elizabeth 

The  widow  Elizabeth  continued  to  occupy  her  apartment  in  the 
home  of  the  son  darner.  In  1903  she  published  an  autobiography,  In 
which  she  revieved  vividly  her  life  experiences,  and  in  which  she 
included  many  sketches  of  relatives  and  friends.  Throughout  the 
volume  runs  the  thread  of  tribute  to  the  worth  of  her  beloved  Ben¬ 
jamin.^  Her  death  came  March  21,  1926,  only  four  months  before  the 
date  hen  she  would  have  celebrated  her  hundredth  birthday. 

Supplement 

Male  Ancestry  of  Benjamin  Coale 

1.  William  Coale  X,  abt  1598-1669#  b.  prob.  Essex  Co. ,  Eng. ;  to  Va, 
colony,  1618;  at  Elizabeth  City  and  Warrick  Co.,  Va.;  St.  Mary's 

Co. ,  Md;  planter;  M.  Sarah. 

2.  illiam  Coalell,  a.  1678;  Anne  Arundel  Co.,  Md. ;  planter; 

Friends  Minister;  m.3  Elizabeth  Thomas. 

3.  Philip  Coale,  1673-1725;  Anne  Arunded  Cv. ;  planter;  m.  Cassandra 

Ski pw 1th. 

4.  Skipwith  Coale,  d.  1755  Anne  Crundel  C6,  and  Baltimore  Co., 


6. 

7. 


Ed.;  planter;  M.  Margaret  Holland. 

5.  Samuel  Coale  I,  1753-1832;  Harford  Co.;  planter;  M.  Lydia  |us ey. 

Samuel  Coale  II,  1791-1849;  Harford  Co.;  Cheater  Co.  and.  Lan¬ 
caster  Co.,  Pa*;  Richmnd,  Ind. ;  tanner  and  farmer;  m.  Mary  Mason. 

Benjamin  Coale,  1821-1892;  Richmond,  Ind.;  Huntington  Co., 

McLean  Co.,  Ill.;  farmer  and  three Herman;  m.  Elizabeth  H.  Edwards. 

8.  Male* ancestry  of- Elizabeth  H.  (Edwards)  Coale 

1.  Griffith  Ed.ards 

2.  David  Edards,.d.  1786;  Abington  and  Philadelphia,  Pa.  ;•  m. 
Christiana  Lloyd. 

3.  Griffith  Edwards  I,  d.  1836,  age  82;  Ph.iladel  phi  a;  tea.  im¬ 
porter  and  merchant;  m.  Sarah  Hil deburn. 

4.  Griffith  Edwards  II,  ’d,.  1828,  age  28;  Philadelphia;  faoli, 
Orange  Co.,  Ind;  Philadelphia;  m.  Rebecca  Johhson. 

5.  Elizabeth  H.  Edwards;  1826-1926;  Philadelphia;  Salem,  Ind.; 
Philadelphia;  Richmond,  Ind.;  Huntington  Co.,  Ind;  McLean  Co. 
Ill.;  m.  Benjamin  Coale. 

Notes: 

1.  Sarah  Hil deburn  was  daughter  of  Martin  and  Elizabeth 
Hil deburn. 

2.  Griffith,  Jr.,  was  disouned  for  joining  the  Hicksite 
Friends,  12-27-1327. 

3.  Salem,  Ind.,  was  the  location  of  Blue  River  Monthly 
meeting. 

4.  For  other  facts  see  Elizabeth  H.  Coale’s  Autobiography , p. 1-7. 

Children  and  Grandchildren  of  Ben is min  a nd  Elizabeth  ( Edward 3 )  Coale 

(He  born  Aug. 17, 1821;  died  May  11,  1892.  She  born  July  16,  1826; 
died  Mar.  21,  1926.  They  married  July  22,  1846) 

1.  Mary' Coale,  b,  June  3,  1847;  d.  June  14,  1926  m.  James 
Robert  hite. 

1.  bill lam  Lloyd  white,  b.  Nov.  18,  1S7C;  d.  Jan.  2,  i860. 

2.  Elizabet’-  ”  J  "  “  -  -  “ 

3.  James  L. 

Doris  3. 

4.  Laura  A. 

5.  Annie  C. 
m.  Ray  baiter  Miller. 

2.  Griffith  Edwards  Coale,  b.  June  15,  1828;  d.  June  20, 

1926;  m.  1.  Mery  E.  Moore;  m.  2.  Anna  E.  Dixon;  No  issue. 


H.  b'hi  te 

,  b.  June  1 

.hite , 

b. 

Aug.  19,  1 

•leyers. 

’hi  te , 

b. 

Sept.  19, 

•hite, 

b. 

Mar.  27,  1' 

3. Vincent  Mason  Coale,  b.  Jan.  10,  L. 51 ;  d.  Apr.  26,  192 
Mary  Ellen  Spencer 

1.  Albert  S*  Coale,  b.  June  26,  1875;  d.  Nov.  27,  1940; 
rn.  Laura  R.  May 

2.  Benjanim  Coale,  b. 
m.  Bessie  Stevens 


>1!  * 


Nov.  31,  1877;  d.  Ee  .  2,  1934; 
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m.  2.  Hannah  G.  Devore  \ 

3.  Gertrude  Elizabeth  Coale,  b.  Sept.  20,  1890;  m.  William 
Paul  Spencer 

4.  Joseph  Warner  Coale,  b.  Sept.  7,  1854;  d.  June  7,  1926  m.  Jemima 
E.  Brown 

1.  Anna  E.  Coale,  b.  Oct.  28,  1875;  m.l Charles  H.  Hill;  m.2 
Stephen  A.  Evans 

2.  Joseph  E.  Coale,  b.  Sept.  1,  1877;  d.  Jan.  18,  i860 

3.  Ernest  B.  Coale,  b.  Oct.  1879;  d.  Feb.  26,  1880 

4.  George  ..’alter  Coale,  b.  Sept.  19,  1882;  d.  I960;  m.  Eva 

Mullens 

5.  Benj  min  Mason  Coale,  b.  iJov.ll  1884;  d.  Oct. 10,  1952; 
m.  Phebe  Salziaan 


5.  Robert  H.  Coale,  b.  Oct.  15,  1856;  d.  May  16,  1857 

6,  Rebecca  Johnson  Coale,  b.  Feb.  23,  1862;  d.  Feb.  24,  1937 
m.  John  ?  a  Tii  er  Kennedy 

1.  Mary  Coale  Kennedy,  b.  Jan.  6,  1888;  m, 'Joseph  /.  Holsinger 

2.  Laura  Catherine  Kennedy,  b.  Sept.  5,  1889;  m.  Joseph  Floyd  Yoder 

3.  Joseph  Warner  Kennedy,  b.  Nov.  12,  1590;  n.  Barbara  L.  Smith 

Sources  of  Information 

1.  "Letter  Series  Connected  v/ith  The  Life  of  the  Samuel  Coale  Family: 

1832-1858".  Letters  by  Mary  (Mason)  Coale,  Edv/ard  Coale  and 
others  used  as  sources 

2.  Recollections  of  Edvard  Coale 

3.  Autobiography  of  Elizabeth  H.  Coale,  Bloomington,  19C3 

4.  Diaries  of  Arthur  Coale,  1881-1883 

5#  Diaries  of  Aptkup  Coale,  Edward,  1883-1884,  1888-1902 

6.  Clipping;  from  a  ne  s  publication,  probably  of  Illinois  State 
Grange,  Jan.  or  Feb.  1894 

7.  Genealogy  studies  of  Coale  family  by  Willis  B.  Coale 

8.  Encyclopedia  of  American  Cuaker  Gevealopy  by  William  Wade  Hinehaw, 

Ann  Arbor,  1938,  vol.2 
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